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development taking into account the ecological, eco-
nomic and social effects. As a win-win deal, it will
make barren hills green while bringing benefits to
farmers. With ample supplies of grain and other agri-
cultural products, China is currently in a good position
to accelerate the project, and the rural households,
subsidized with free grain, seeds and seedlings as well
as cash for living expenses, were enthusiastic to par-
ticipate in the project.
Practices in recent years have proved that the proj-
ect of returning farmland to forest or grassland has
played active roles in ecological, economic and social
aspects both locally and national wide. Therefore, to
summarize the theoretical basis and practical modes
of returning farmland to forest or grassland in time
seems to be very necessary. The publication of the
book Theoretical basis and practical modes of return-
ing farmland to forest or grassland exactly meets
such demands.
The book started from the systematically elucida-
tion of the history of returning farmland to forest or
grassland, then discussed the concept, theoretical basis
and technical modes of such ecological engineering in
detail. The main contents are as follows: Chapter 1,
review on the history of returning farmland to forest;
Chapter 2, degraded ecosystems of steep slope farm-
land; Chapter 3, theoretical basis for returning farm-
land to forest; Chapter 4, industrial modes and techno-
logical modes for returning farmland to forest; Chapter
5, the vegetation structure and yield characteristics of
the forest-grass complex modes; Chapter 6, fine root
characteristics of the forest-grass complex modes;
Chapter 7, species diversity of the forest-grass complex
ecosystem; Chapter 8, soil amelioration and nutrient
management of the forest-grass complex modes; Chap-
ter 9, soil and water ecology and conservation in the
forest-grass complex modes; Chapter 10, economic
effects of the forest-grass complex modes; Chapter 11,
theoretical basis and methods for sustainable devel-
opment of the forest system returned from farmland;
Chapter 12, sustainable management strategies of the
forest system returned from farmland.
This book would become a good reference for the
persons who are engaged in restoration ecology or
ecological engineering, forestry, agriculture and envi-
ronmental science, etc, as well as teachers and students
who major in the relevant fields, or any other persons
who are interested in this field.
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ZOOLOGY
* Amphibian Biology – Volume 8, Amphibian Decline.
Edited by Harold Heatwole and John W. Wilkinson. 2009,
Surrey Beatty & Sons, 43 Rickard Road, Chipping Norton
2170, NSW, Australia. 330 pages. 157 USD Cloth.
* Amphibian Ecology and Conservation: a Handbook of
Techniques (Techniques in Ecology & Conservation). Edit-
ed by C. Kenneth Dodd Jr. 2009. Oxford University Press,
70 Wynford Drive, Don Mills, Ontario M3C 1J9. 584 pages.
32 GBP, Paper.
Bats of Britain, Europe and Northwest Africa. By Chris-
tian Dietz, Otto von Helversen, and Dietmar Nill. 2009.
Christopher Helm, A&C Black, 37 Soho Square, London
W1D 3QZ United Kingdom. 56 USD Cloth.
* The Birds of Barbados. By P. A Buckley, E. B. Massiah,
M. B. Hutt, F. G. Buckley, and H. F. Hutt. 2009. British
Ornithologists’ Union, P.O. Box 417, Peterborough PE7
3FX United Kingdom. 295 pages. 40 GBP, Cloth.
Collins Bird Guide: The Most Complete Guide to the
Birds of Britain and Europe. By Lars Svensson, Killian
Mullarney, Dan Zetterstrom and Peter J Grant. Edition 2
March 2010. Harper Collins Publishers Ltd. 1995 Markham
Road, Scarborough, Ontario M1B 5M8. 30 USD Paper.
* A Photographic Guide to the Birds of Jamaica. ByAnn
Haynes-Sutton, Audrey Downer, Robert Sutton, and Yves-
Jacques Rey-Millet, 2009. Princeton University Press, 41
William Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08540. 304 pages.
29.95 USD, Paper.
* Birds of Eastern North America and Birds of Western
North America. By Paul Sterry and Brian E. Small. 2009.
Princeton University Press, 41 William Street, Princeton,
New Jersey 08540. 335 and 416 pages. 18.95 USD. Paper.
* Corvus –ALifeWith Birds. By E.Woolfson. 2009. House
of Anasi Press Inc., 110 Spadina Avenue, Suite 801, Toronto,
Ontario M5K 2K4. 337 pages, 17.95 CAD, Paper.
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* Frogs: Inside Their Remarkable World. By Ellin Beltz.
Firefly Books Ltd., 2005, USD 26.06 (Hardcover).
Grouse. By Adam Watson and Robert Moss. 2008. Harper
Collins Publishers Ltd. 1995 Markham Road, Scarborough,
Ontario M1B 5M8. 50 USD Paper.
Mammals of Europe, North Africa and the Middle East.
By S Aulagnier, P Haffner, AJ Mitchell-Jones, F Moutou
and J Zima 2009. Christopher Helm, A&C Black, 37 Soho
Square, LondonW1D 3QZ, United Kingdom. 35 USD Cloth.
Britain’s Reptiles and Amphibians: A Guide to the Rep-
tiles and Amphibians of Great Britain, Ireland and the
Channel Islands. By Howard Inns. 2009. WildGuides Ltd.,
PO Box 680, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 9ST. United King-
dom. 30 USD Paper.
New Holland European Reptile andAmphibian Guide. By
Axel Kwet. 2009. New Holland Publishers,Garfield House,
86-88 Edgware Road, London W2 2EA. United Kingdom.
252 pages. 15 GBP, Cloth.
* Natural History of West Indian Reptiles and Amphib-
ians. By Robert W. Henderson and Robert Powell. 2009.
University Press of Florida, 15 NW 15th Street, Gainesville,
Florida 32611. 576 pages. 85.00 USD Cloth.
Turtles: the Animal Answer Guide. By Whit Gibbons and
Judy Greene. John Hopkins University Press, 2715 North
Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21218-4363. 184 pages.
45.00 USD, Cloth.
An Atlas of Wader Populations in Africa and Western
Eurasia. By Simon Delany, Tim Dodman, David Stroud and
Derek Scott. 2009. Wetlands International, PO Box 471,
6700 ALWageningen, The Netherlands, 81 USD Paper.
Wildfowl. By David Cabot, 2009. Harper Collins Publish-
ers Ltd. 1995 Markham Road, Scarborough Ontario M1B
5M8. 83 USD, Cloth.
BOTANY
The Vegetative Key to the British Flora: ANewApproach
to Plant Identification. By John Poland and Eric Clement.
2009. Published by John Poland, Distributed by NHBS
Environment Bookstore, 2-3 Wills Road, Totnes, Devon
TQ9 5XN, United Kingdom. 41 USD Paper.
Grasses of the British Isles. By Tom Cope and Alan Gray.
2009. Botanical Society of the British Isles, Botany Depart-
ment, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, Lon-
don, SW7 5BD United Kingdom. 33 USD Paper.
* Metamorphosis of Plants. By Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe. Photographs and Introduction by Gordon L. Miller.
2009 [First published in 1790]. The MIT Press, 55 Hayward
Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02142-1493. 155 pages.
21.95 USD, Cloth.
* Sedges, of Indiana and the Adjacent States: the Non-
Carex Species. By Paul E. Rothrock. 2009. IndianaAcademy
of Science, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204. 271 pages. 45.00
USD. Cloth.
ENVIRONMENT
* Antarctica – First Journey. The Traveller’s Resource
Guide. By Geoffrey Carpentier. 2009. Avocet Nature Serv-
ices. 359 ages. 33.50 CAD Paper.
The Meteorites of Alberta. By A. Whyte. 2009. University
of Alberta Press, Ring House 2, Edmonton, Alberta T6G
2E1. 316 pages. 34.95 CAD, Paper.
Environment, Biodiversity and Conservation in the
Middle East – Proceedings of the First Middle Eastern
Biodiversity Congress, Aqaba, Jordan. Edited by F. Krupp,
L. Musselman, M. Kotb, and I. Weidig. 2009. Pensoft Pub-
lishers, Geo Milev Str., No 13a, 1111 Sofia, Bulgaria. 220
pages. EUR 44.00.
Animal Biodiversity in the Middle East – Proceedings of
the, First Middle Eastern Biodiversity Congress, Aqaba,
Jordan. Edited by E. Neubert, Z. Amr, S. Taiti and B.
Gumus. 2009. Pensoft Publishers, Geo Milev Str., No 13a,
1111 Sofia, Bulgaria. 252 pages. EUR 50.00.
Theoretical Basis and Practical Modes of Returning
Farmland to Forest or Grassland. By Li Xianwei, Zhang
Jian, Hu Tingxing, Luo Chengde, Science Press, 2009. 450
pages. 75.00 RMB.
Wildlife in a Changing World – An Analysis of the 2008
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Edited by J.-C
Vié, C. Hilton-Taylor, S.N. and Stuart. 2009. Rue Mauver-
ney 28, Gland, 1196, Switzerland. 2009. 180 pages. 36.00
USD Paperback.
MISCELLANEOUS
Sexy Orchids Make Lousy Lovers. By Marty Crump. 2009.
The University of Chicago Press, 1427 East 60th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60637 USA. 232 pages, 25 USD, Cloth.
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